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Goel Thornbille, Eſq, 
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V 9D FF O L. K. 


PID . T is now pie of 


my Power, to pay you the 


Thanks of a fincerely grateful 


Heart. I am well aware that I 


run the Hazard of committing 

an Offence while I mean to per- 

form a Day : 3 but, I hope, the 
A 2 wp 


IE two Years fince You 
gave me a very kind 
e and ſeaſonable Inſtance 
of Your Friendſhip, and I take 
this firſt publick Opportunity to 
make you the only Return in 
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DEDICATTON: 
ſame Generofity which inclin'd 
You to be my Friend, will allow ? 
me to have ſome Regard to my | 


own Reputation, as well as to 


Your Temper. Had Your Kind- ; 


neſs been a Secret, I would con- 


tent myſelf with ſuch an Ac- 


Kknowledgment as would be moſt | 
agreeable to the Modeſty of my 


Benefactor, with my private 
Thanks and Prayers ; but as the 


Benefit could not be concealed _ | 
from the World, give me leave 
to ſay, it would be unreaſonable 


in You to expect that 1 en | 
be able to ſatisfy myſelf with- 


out letting the World know that 
have a true Senſe of my Obli- 
gations. But if I were willing 
to lie under the diſgraceful Im- 


putation of Ingratitude, which 


every honeſt Mind is ſtudious to 
avoid, I ſhould injure the Pub- | 
lick by neglecting this Occaſion - 


to propoſe to their Imitation an 


Ex- 


W 


DEDICATION. 


Example ſo worthy to be imita- 


ted, at a Time when ſuch Exam- 


ples are ſo rare. For a Gentle- 
man to give a Living unſollici- 


ted, and without any diſhonour- 
able or diſagreeable Conditions; 
to confer ſuch a Favour without 
expecting that the Perſon obli- 
ged ſhould ever after commence 
a Slave, and make his Patron a 
! Compliment of his Freedom for 
having accepted a Preferment 
from him ; to take no Adyan- 
tage of his Clerk by getting any 
Part of his Eſtate excus'd from 
legal Demands, or any Part of 
| 3 thoſe Demands abated ; to ſup- 
port all his rightful Claims in the 
Pariſn, and to make the Diſs 


charge of his Function more eaſy 


and effectual by the Weight of 
his Power, and the greater In- 
fluence of his Example: Theſe, 


Sir, I fear, are Circumſtances ra- 


ther to be wiſhed for by every 


Cler- 
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DEDICATION 
Clergyman, than always to be 
expected; yet this is a Felicity 
which it is my good Fortune to 


enjoy, and my Duty, as well as 
Pleaſure, to acknowledge. In 


one Inſtance I ſhall conſult Your | 
Inclination, by forbearing to men- 


tion your ſocial Virtues; which 
intitle you to the Love and Eſ- 
teem of ſuch as have the Hap- 


"aj of being acquainted with 
Lou. But then You muſt excuſe 
me again if I take the liberty to 
tell theAvariciousWorldling, and 
the Crafty Politician, that aGen- 
tleman who has a Mind equal to 
great Defires, and a Taſte capa- 


ble of enjoying a much larger 


Eſtate than you pofleſs, may 


have Probity enough to deſpiſe 


the ſordid Means too often made 
uſe of for acquiring Honours, 


and accumulating Wealth ; to 
allure the young Sparks about 
Town, that a Gentleman of an 


8 >. 


DEDICATION. 
independent Fortune and a good 
Conſtitution may make a Conſci- 
enceof denying himſelf the crimi- 
nal Pleaſures ſo much in Faſhion, 
May You always continue to 
make a true Eſtimate of human 
Life, and expect Your Happi- 
neſs, where every wile Man will 
find it, from Religion and Vir- 
TV 


"no. 
Your Affectionate and Obliged humble Servant, 


Wii WensrER. 


April me 19th, 1735. 
Canon- Street, London I 
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N. the Year 1731, I publiſh'd a 
piece, entitled, The Fitneſs of the 
2G Witneſſes of the Reſurreftion of 

SSN CaR1sT; which, being out of Print, 

W have lately taken the Opportunity 

to republiſh in the Weekly Miſcellany, in Ne. 

121 and 122. And having I hope, ſuffici- 

ently conſuted ſome Cavils, which I had met 

with both in Print and Conver/ation, and which 

I knew had made an Impreſſion on the Minds 

of ſeveral ; I thought it might be of ſome Uſe 

to conſider the Credibility of thoſe Witneſſes; 
that, as there lay no reaſonable Objection againſt 
hearing their Teſtimony, ſo the Teſtimony 
which they had given was ſufficient to confirm 
the Truth of that important Fact, in the Opini- 
on of any impartial Judges. The Number of 
excellent Diſcou:ſes already publiſh*d, had hi- 
therto determin'd me not to offer any thing to 
the Publick on fo exhauſted a Subject; but more 
mature Conſideration has alter'd my Sentiments. 
1am fully convinc'd, that new Diſcourſes upon 
old Subjects may do Good; nor only becauſe 
every Writer will take a different Manner of 
ſtating Things, and 5 ſame Argument ſhewu 
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in a different Light may affect different Perſons, 
but becauſe they will fall into different Hands. 
What I have written, may chance to be read 
by thoſe who would never have read any 


thing elſe upon the Subject; and it is poſſible 


that perſonal Acquaintance may influence others 
to read it with Favour. Without any other 


Apology, therefore, I ſhall now proceed to bring 
the Argument into as clear a Method, and as 
| ſhort a Compaſs as I can. 8 oe 


The Perſons who were ſelected by Divine 
| Providenee to be the choſen Witneſſes of this 
Fact, were the 12 Apoſtles only. For, tho? 


Chriſt did appear to others, even to foo at one 


time, and aſcended in the Preſence and Sight of 
120, yet the Apoſtles only were appointed to 
| bear publick Teſtimony to the Truth of Chrif's 
Reſurrection. a „ RE 


My Buſineſs at this time ſhall be to enquire 
into the Sufficiency of the Teſtimony of the 12 


Apoſtles; for which Purpoſe I ſhall, 


Firſt, Conſider the Teſfimony, or Evidence it- 


felf, which theſe Witneſſes gave concerning the 
Fact. . pages - Henne! 


_ Secondly, Conſider the Credibility of this Te- 
ſtimony, or Evidence; which will ſufficiently 
appear from the two following Arguments 
viz. that the Apoſtles were competent Zudges of 
the Fact which they teſtified, and that they were 
Men of Verity and Probity, who would not 
impoſe upon the World by reporting a Falſhood. 

Firſt, I am to conſider the Teſfimony, or Evi- 


dence itſelf, which theſe Witneſſes gave in rela- 


tion to the Reſurrection of Chriſt; or, in other 
Words, to enquire what they teſtified concern- 


134 

ing it, becauſe 'twill be to no Purpoſe to exa- 
mine into the Oualiſications and Characters of 
the Witneſſes, till we have determin'd whether 
their Evidence, ſuppoſing it to be true, be full 
and home to the Point. If they exprels them- 
ſelves at all doubtfully concerning the Reality of 
the Fact, then the Evidence itſelf is defective, 
and no Conſiderations drawn from the Circum- 
ſtances of the Witneſſes can render it ſufficient 
to induce a Credibility. If they differ and con- 
zradift one another in any Part of their Evidence, 
this is another Circumſtance that will deſtroy 
the Suſſiciency and Credibility of it. But if they 
ſpeak confidently concerning the Fact, if their 
Evidence be ſtrong and full, and if, farther, they 
agree in giving the ſame, concurring, Teſtimony, 
we may proceed regularly to enquire into the 
| Qualiſications and Characters of the Witneſſes; 

3 whether they were competent Judges of the Fact 
3 which they teſtified, and were in themſelves 

* credible Perſons. )?. 
IT hat the Apoſtles aſſerted the Truth of Chriss 
RNeſurrection in the plaineſt and moſt poſitive 
Manner, we read at the 2d Chap. of the Acts. 
Upon the Day of Pentecoſt, before a Concourſe 
of all Nations, St. Peter, in the Preſence, and in the 
Name of the reſt of the Apoſtles, explain'd the 
Prophecies relating toChriſt's Reſurrection, ſnew- 
ing from thence, the Neceſſity of his Riſing; 
and then he declar d that Chriſt was actually riſen. 
The Neceſſity, and Truth of his Reſurrection are 
both expreſly aſſerted at the 24 Ver. I bom (i. e. 
Jeſus) God has rais'd up, having looſed the Pains 


& Death, becauſe it was not poſſible that he ſhould 


be holden of it. Again, at the 32 Ver. he ſays 
w_ — 2 ; that 


Wen „„ . 
So likewiſe, when we affirm that the Wit⸗ 
neſſes were agreed in their Evidence, we intend {| 


[ 4] 
that this Ixsus hath God RA1SED up, whereof we 
ALL, i. e. We, his Apoſtles, are Witneſſes ; for by 
all here muſt be meant only the Apoſtles, as 


appears by the Anſwer of the People; becauſe 
the Perſons in whoſe Name St. Peter ſpeaks, muſt 


be the ſame with thoſe fo whom the Anſwer is 


directed; and we read that the People ſaid unto 


Peter and to the reſt of the Apoſtles, Men and 


Brethren, what ſhall we do? In theſe expreſs 
Terms do the Witneſſes of Chriſt's Reſurrecti- 
on declare the Reality of it, without any Doubt 


or Diſagreement among themſelves. When we 
ſay the Apoſtles had no Doubt concerning the 
Reality of Chriſt's Reſurrection, we do not 
mean that they ever diſtruſted it, but that they 
were fully ſatisfied and convinc'd when they ap- 

3 ps publickly to give their Teſtimony to the 
World. If ſome of them doubted at his firſt 
Appearance ro them (as the Hiſtory informs us 
that they did) if St. Thomas would not believe 
ttill he had put his Fingers into the Print of the 
Nails, and thruſt his Hand into our Saviour's 


Side, tho' their ſlowneſs of Heart to believe his 


Reſurrection, leſſen'd the Merit of their own 
Faith, for which our Saviour reproached them; 
it was ſo far from weakning,that it Hrengthen' d, their 
Teſtimony, becauſe it argued great Unwillingneſs to 
believe, or great Caution and Warineſs in belie- 
ving a Fact of ſuch Importance without the clear- 
eſt Evidence to ſupport it. The greater their 
Prepoſſeſſions, the more, and the longer they 


doubted, their Conviction carries the greater 


no 
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no more than that they all aſſerted the Truth of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection, not that all the Apoſtles, 
who have given us the Hiſtory of it, have rela- 
ted it exactly in the ſame Order, and Manner, but 
that none of them contradict one another in any 
Circumſtance, VVV N 
It has indeed been aſſerted that the Account, 
zs related by the Apoſtles, is inconſiſtent with 
titſelf; but when they produce an Inſtance of any 
ſuch Inconſiſtency, *rwill then be time enough 
to conſider it. Hitherto they have been con- 
rented with ſrong, but nated, Aſſertions, to 
which as naked a Denial is a ſufficient Anſwer. 
Having ſertled this Point, that the Witneſſes 
of Chriſt's Reſurrection do agree unanimouſly 
in teſtifying that he was certainly riſen, we ſhall 
proceed to conſider the © walifications of theſe 
3 Witneſſes, and the Evidence upon which they 
2 themſelves believ'd it, as they have ſet it forth 
in the Hiſtory, TE Cog 0 
As to their Qualiſications to judge of the Fatt, 
we need only enquire whether the Apoſtles were 
in their Senſes, and whether our Saviour gave 
them the proper Evidence of Senſe to prove to 
them that he was riſen. „ . 
That the Apoſtles were capable of hearing, and 
ſeeing, and feeling, our Enemies, either in the Wan- 
tonneſs of their prophane Wit, or in the Bitterneſs 
of their inveterate Malice, have not ventur'd to 
deny; and therefore if the Apoſtles had all fit- 
ting Opportunities of converſing with our Savi- 
our, both before, and after, his ReſurreCtion, 
they were as well qualified to jzdge of the Fact, 
as the moſt learned and judicious could be. 


Firſt, 
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[ 6 
Firſt, in order to qualify the Apoſtles to judge 
of the Truth of Chriſt's Reſurrection, it was 
neceſſary that they ſhould have been well ac- 
quainted with the Perſon of Chriſt while he was 


kving. For which Reaſon, when the Apoſtles 


were to ordain one to be a Witnels in the room 


of Judas, they choſe one who had accompanied 
with them all the time that the Lord Jeſus went 
in and out among them, from the Baptiſm of 
John till the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, as we read 
Acts i. 21. The Apoſtles had conſtantly atten- 
ded our Saviour thro' the whole Courſe of his 
_ Miniſtry, fo that they were as well acquainted ' 
with his Perſon, and as capable of diſtinguiſhing © 
him from any other Perſon, as it is poſſible for 
one Man to be known to be different from ano- 
ther; which Circumſtance, as it is ſhews how 
well fitted the Apoſtles were, as to this Particular, 
to be Witneſſes, it ſhews likewiſe how improper 
it would have been for our Saviour to have ap- 
pear' d promiſcuouſiy to the Multitude, many of 
whom had never ſeen him in his Life- time, or 


perhaps only tranſiently, and at a Diſtance; which 
would have occaſion'd variety of Opinionsamongſt 


themſelves, and have weaken'd the Credit of their 
Teſtimony. But when Chriſt made choice of 
bis intimate Companions for his Witneſſes, there 
could be no room to doubt whether they were 
proper Judges of the Samene/3 of the Perſon of 


Chriſt z and the Conſequence was, that they 
were all unanimous in their Opinion, and unani- 


mous in their Evidence; ſuch competent Judges 


that they could not differ, and fo ſtrongly con- 


vinc'd, that nothing could ever influence them 


We 
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be Nails, and to thruſt his Hand into bis Side. 


[7] 


We are next to enquire whether the Apo- 
ſtles had ſufficient Opportunities of converſing 
with Chriſt after his Reſurrection, and compa- 


1 ring the Perſon who then appear'd to them with 


the Perſon with whom they had before been ſo 


long and ſo intimately acquainted. 


The Scripture ſays that he ſnew'd himſelf by 


; many infallible Proofs; ſuch as eating and drin- 


king, and other Actions of Life; by which he 
gave as certain Evidence of his being riſen a- 
ain from the Dead, as he had ever given of his 
bang alive. If there be no Certainty at all in 
the Evidence of the Senſes, there is an end of 
the Argument at once; but if we may depend 
upon their Report, they teſtify this Fact as ſtrong- 
ly as poſſible. But to be particular, 
Firſt, He appcar'd to them openly and fairly; 
not as Apparitions are uſually ſaid to appear, in 


the Night, when the Mind is moſt ſubje& to 
Fear, and the Imagination is apt to form Objects 


to itſelf, but in the Day time and in full Light, 


when the Attention is moſt awake, and the 


Senſes beſt able to perform theirOffices faithfully. 
_ Secondly, His Appearances were not tranſient, 


but continued, during the Space of 40 Days, 


till his Aſcenſion; not ſeldom, but frequent, 
and familiar; not at a diſtance, but near; not to 
one of the Senſes, but to ſeveral. They /aw 
him, they heard him, they felt him. He per- 
form'd the common Actions of Life in their 
Company; he eat and drank and conversd with 
them; they handled him with their Hands, and 
Thomas was ſo particular in his Examination of 
the Object, as to put his Finger into the Prize. 
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He talk'd with them concerning the Kingdom 
which they were to eſtabliſh, expounding to 
them the Scriptures relating to himſelf, inſtruc- 
ting them in the Doctrine which they were to 


publiſh after his Death, and giving them Directions 


for their Conduct : from whence they not only 
might be certain that he was a real Perſon that kad 
Fleſh and Bones, but from the Sound of his Voice, 


the Features of his Face, the Form of his Body, 
the particular Marks in it occaſion'd by the 
Hounds, and by the Agreement of his Diſcour- 


ſes with what he ſaid to them in his Life-time, 


they might be aſſur'd that it was the /ame Perſon, 
as much as they could at any time be aſſur'd that 


one Man is not another Man. ED „ 
Thirdly, Another Circumſtance in the Man- 
ner of his appearing to the Witneſſes was this, 


that he appear'd to them together; which muſt 
have been more convincing to them, and renders 


their Teſtimony more ſatisfactory to s, than if 
he had appear'd to them only ſeparately. Company 
and Converſation naturally give Courage and 
Preſence of Mind under any Surprize, and made 


the Apoſtles more capable of judging of the 


Reality of thoſe ſtrange Appearances with com- 
poſure and ſedateneſs. Aſſembled as they were, 
and encouraged by one another, we find them 
ſtartled and affrighted, bur they recollected and 
recover'd themſelves; whereas if they had al- 
ways been a-part when our Saviour appear'd to 


them, they would have been more terrified and 


leſs qualified to make a Judgment. I need only 
ſuggeſt this Obſervation, becauſe it falls within 


the Compaſs of every one's Experience, and the f 


Truth of it is undeniable. 


From 


191 
From theſe continued and frequent and fami- 
liar Appearances the Apoſtles had ſufficient Evi- 
dence of the Truth of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
but there is a very extraordinary Point ſtill be- 
hind; I mean, the miraculous Manner in which 
he ſeveral times appear'd to them. 

Firſt, As two of them were going to a Village 
about threeſcore Furlongs from Feruſalem (Em- 


maus) while they were talking together about 


what had happen'd; Jeſus drew near and went 
with them, but they knew him not, becauſe 
their Eyes were holden. St. Luke xxiv. 13. 

Some have endeavour'd to account for this in 


a natural Way, without reſolving it into a Mi- 
racle; bur I think, the plain Letter of the Text, 


and common Senſe, are both againſt them. 


If we conſider how well acquainted the Apo- 
ſtles were with him, how lately they had ſeen 
him, that he had ask'd them Queſtions concern- 
ing himſelf, which would naturally awaken their 
Attention; I ſay, if we conſider all theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, there can be no room to ſuppoſe 


that they ſhould not know him. And the Text 


ſays expreſly, that their Eyes were holden; "gue: 


bre; Which Word, in the common Acceptati- 


on and Uſe of it in the New Teſſament, ſignifies 
Force and Violence. And here it muſt ſignify 


ſome extraordinary Interpoſition of the Divine 
Power ſuperſeding and hindring their natural 
Faculties in their proper Operations, that they 


might not ſee him ſo as to know him, 73 n try 


ire Grin, Their Eyes were helden and opened a- 
gain ſupernaturally, as their Underſtandings were 


open'd ſupernaturally by the Divine Spirit; that 
they might underſtand the Scripturcs. And as 


ſoon 


© 


| 
f 
0 
1 
1 
| 
. 


Conſtruction of the 
to be miraculous, Neither do I ſee any ſort 
of Reaſon why any Chriſtians ſhould put their 
Invention to the trouble of explaining away the 
Miracle, where a Miracle might naturally be ex- 


[ x6 ] 


ſoon as they knew him, immediately, aftet a 
Manner quite as extraordinary as his Appearans 
ces without being known, he vaniſh'd out of _ 
their Sight. In the Original it is, *Avris Lr ese 


tire; Which indeed, in a ſtrictly literal Senſe, 


ſignify no more than that he diſappear' d, or cea- 


ſed to be ſeen of them. But if we take the whole 


Relation together, it is ſtrongly implied that 


his Diſappearance was ſurprizing and ſupernatu- 


ral, as well as ſudden; after the Manner which 


we call vaniſhing, or diſappearing in ſuch a Man- . 
ner, that they were not able to diſcern how |, 
he went out of their Sight. For let us but ob- 


ſerve the Expreſſion; it is not ſaid that he leff 
them, or went away from them, bur that after 


he had eat Bread with them, immediately, on 
a ſudden, without their perceiving what became 
of him, or how they loſt ſight of him, he dif- * 


appear'd. This I apprehend to be the natural 
Place, and the whole Affair 


pected, or at leaſt prove greatly ſerviceable to the 


Conviction of the Apoſtles, 


But there is a Writer, who, I doubt with a 
very bad Deſign, has given a very bad Account of 
this Paſſage. I ſhall tranſcribe it at length, tho? 
it be tedious, that it may appear fairly, as it is“. 
„ Chriſt's perſonal Appearance, after his Reſur- 
c rettion, was lo different from what it was before 


his Death, that his Friends and moſt intimate 
Acquaintance did not know him; which renders 


* Four Tracts by Thomas Chub, p. 63. 
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et the Evidence for a Reſurrection with reſpect to 
& Chriſt, leſs certain, becauſe this Circumſtance 
c gives Occaſion for doubting whether the Perſon, 
ce who was ſaid to be riſen from the Dead, was 
the very ſame Perſon who had been crucified. 
Again, Chriſt's perſonal Appearance after his 
ce Reſurrection, is repreſented to be different 
& at different times. Thus, Mark xvj. 12. After 
& that he appear'd in auother Form to two of 
* them, as they walked and went into the Country. 
This Circumſtance likewiſe renders the Evi- 
e dence of Chris Reſurrection Jeſs certain, be- 
©& cauſe to Appearance it was not always the ſame 
« Perſon who appear'd to them. Again, it 
looks (according to the Repreſentation given 
of this Matter in the Hiſtory) as if the Sen- 
« {es of the Witneſſes of the Reſurrection of 
& Chriſt were (at ſometimes at leaſt )over-ruled and 
* miſled by ſome Foreign Fower. Thus Lake 
3 © xxiv. 16. But their Eyes were held that they 
& ſhould not know him. Again, at Ver. 31. Aud 
b their Eyes were open'd, and they knew him, and 
ehe vaniſb'd out of their Sight. Now if ſuch 
« Power was us'd by ſome Foreign Agent upon 
© this Occaſion, as here ſeems to be intimated, 
ce then all Evidence ariſing fromSey/e in ſuch a Cale 
“ muſt be doubtful and uncertain, For, ina Cale, 
e in which the Evidence ariſes wholly from Senſe, 
ce the Senſes ought, in Reaſon and Equity, to be 
e left perfectly free; and it will have the Ap- 
ce pearance of Unfairne/s for a Foreign Agent to 
interpoſe and miſlead the Senſes either Way: 
“ and if this be known to be the Caſe in one 
| ©. Inſtance, it will render all Inſtances, which 
<< relate to the ſame Fact, the more doubtful and 
* ancertain,.” C 2 | 
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eff it ſhould be ſaid, that Chriſt, after his 


Reſurrection, ſhew'd to Thomas and the reſt 
of his Diſciples the Holes (or Scars) which 
the' Nails had made in his Hands, and which 
the Spear had made in his Side, at the Time 


of his Crucifixion, and this was an evi- 


dent Proof, that the Perſon, who appear'd to 
them, was that very ſame Perſon who had be- 


fore been crucificd.?? OE n 
To this it may be anſwer'd, That if thoſe 
very Scars remain'd upon Chriſt's Body after 


his Reſurrection, which the Spear and Nails * 
had made at the Time cf his Death; then it 


may fairly be preſum'd, that the /ame Coun- 


tenance remain'd with himalſo, And yet there 


is not any thing more clear from the Hiſtory 


than this, viz. that CHriſt's Countenance and 


perlonal Appearance after his Reſurrection, 


was lo very different from what it was before 
his Death, that thoſe who were molt intimate- 
ly acquainted with him, did not know him, 
And it we admit the Suppoſition, that the 
Senſes of the Diſciples were miſled by ſome fo- 
reigu Agent, with reſpect to Chriſt's Counte- 
nance and perſonal Appearance, and that that 
was the Cauſe his Ditciples did not know him, 
and then their Senſes might likewife be miſled 
with reſpect to the Scars which appear'd up- 
on his Body; and conſequently, thoſe Diſci- 
ples were not proper Evidences with reſpect 


to either. For, if the Senſes of thoſe Evi- 


dences were ſo far over- ruled, as that the Perſon, 


whoſe Reſurrection they bear Teſtimony to, 4 
appcar'd with a Countenance, after his Reſur- 


rection, different from what he did before his | 
- Death; 


FW] 


Death; and if he appear'd with different 


cc Forms at different Times; and if he was viſi- 


e ble atone Moment of Time, and then diſap- 


4 pear'd and became inviſible the next; then 
« ſurely all Evidence ariſing from Sex/e in ſuch 


&« a Caſe mult be very doubtful and uncertain.” 
If the Reader is not tir'd with reading this con- 
fus'd Jumble of Things, I am ſure I am wear 


of tranſcribing z and it is very hard, that any 


Circumſtances ſhould make it neceſſary to em- 
ploy one's Time ſo difagreeably as in anſwer- | 


"MG 


This Writer is ſingularly unfortunate in ffa- 


ting his Notion, as well as in making wrong De- 
ductions. This very Fact he ſtates differently, 


without ſeeming to know the Difference. At 


| one Time he ſuppoſes the /ame Appearance of 


Chriſt to be owing to an Alteration in the Ob- 


jet; at another, to an Alteration in the Or- 
gans. Now, the Diſciples did not know him be- 


cauſe their Eyes were held, that is, over-ruled by a 


foreign Agent. By and by, it is becauſe the Coun- 


tenance and Perſon of Chrift were not the ſame 
at bis Death, and after his Reſurrectiun. One 
would think the H/riter's Faculties were over- 


ruled by ſome foreign Agent, or he might ſee 


ſuch groſs Contradictions, Bur if he will be con- 
tented with any one Account of this Appearance, 


| he is welcome to take which he likes beſt, but 


both cannot be true. The Objection will be the 

ſame; and therefore let us fee how far it deſtroys, 

as he aſſerts that it does, the Evidence of Senſe. 
But as this Writer has divided his Objection 


into different Parts, we muſt be contented to 


follow him in his own Way, and the WR 


DL 14 ] 


will be contain'd in theſe two, tho? he has branch- 
ed it out into fourthly. The Objection then may 


be conſider'd in theſe two Reſpects: 

| [ Firſt, That our Saviour, according to the 
1] Goſpel Hiſtory of it, appear'd differently to the 
1 Diſciples before his Death, and after his Reſur- 
1 Fees reftion o 1 . , 
4 Secondly, That he appear'd to them after his 
1 5 | Reſurreftion in different Forms at different 
i= 1 58 fe . 
=_ Firſt, That our Saviour appear'd, according 
= to the Goſpel Hiftory of it, differently ro the 


| Diſciples before his Death, and after his Reſur- 
rection; which he grounds upon this miraculous 
| b Appearance to two of the Diſciples, in their 


i Way to Emmaus, in ſo different a Form that they 
| did not know him. This was his firſt Appear- 


ance after his Reſurrection to theſe two Difſci- 
pr ; and it being in a different Form from what 

e had appear'd to them in before his Death, it 
made them incompetent Fudges whether he were 


15 the ſame Perſon, 5 
ts In anſwer to this Qbjection I muſt obſerve, 
5 hat it affects only theſe two Diſciples, leaving, as 
. to this particular Fact, the reſt of the Diſciples ſuffi- 
Wh ciently qualified to judge of rheSamene/s of Perion. 

| Lic | . . . ; 3 7 g 
14 But the principal Thing to be obſerved is this; that 
be he has not (as indeed he ſeldom does) ſtated the 
108 Caſe fairly. Let the Form, in which he appear'd 
5 1 at ibis Time, be ever fo different from what he 
if > appear'd in before his Death, it does not follow 
3 from this Appearance but that he might have 
* {BY 7 5 R | 9 

ot appear*d at other Times, to theſe two Diſciples 
1 in the very /ame Form in which he had appear'd 
65 in hig Lite- time: Neither does this Writer him- 
bl | 
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ſelf deny it. But what then beeomes of this 


Arguinent? For, tho' the Form in which he 
now appear d might be different, yet if he after- 


wards appear'd in the ſame, they might have 
Reaſon to believe the Reſurrection, notwith- 
ſtanding this Objection, as it is here laid. There- 
fore we muſt come to the other Part of the Ob- 
jection, where the whole Strength of it lies; 
„ ys 5 

That he appear'd after his Reſurrection, at 


different Times in different Fortns ; from whence he 
argues that the Evidence for the Truth of Chrif”s 


Reſurrection, as ariſing in this Caſe from the 


Evidence of Senſe, muſt be render'd uncertain, 


The Fact we allow in the roy Inftance be- 
fore us. For, whether the different Appear- 


3 rance were owing to the Difference of Perſon, 
or to their different Manner of ſeeing, the Effect 
certainly was, a different Appearance; ſo diffe- 


rent, that they did not know him. But then we 
deny his Conſequence, viz. that this deſtroy'd 
the Evidence of Senſe, The Inference which the 
Apoſtles drew from it had a great deal more 
Senſe in it, for they reſolved their not knowing 
him at firſt, into the miraculous Interpoſition of 
a Divine Power; or, as Mr. Chub affects to ex- 
preſs himſelf, into the Influence of a foreigs 
Agent : And how will it follow that the Senſes 
are not to be credited, when left to their natu- 
ral Operations, becauſe God can over-rule them; 
or that we never can tell when they do perform 
their natural Operations, becauſe he does ſome- 
times over-rule them? Apply this Argument to 
natural Cauſes, and ſee what a ridiculous Figure 
it makes, We find often, by Experience, that 
without 
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from hence that the Eyes and the Palate can never 


always been found to make a true Report, and we 


natural State, and when they are out of Order. So 
with regard to the Divine Power over-ruling them, 
if we can any way tell when they operate naturally, 


ing to the ſtated Courſe, particular Inter poſitions 
introduce no Uncertainty. Thus in the Caſe be- 


Chriſt, becauſe their Eyes were holden ſupernatu- „ 


them in his Life-time. They had as much Rea- 
ſon to believe their Senſes after his Reſurrection 
as they had before, becauſe they had as much 
Reaſon to believe that they were not oa? of their 


before his Crucifixion. The Certainty of their 
Senſes had been ſufficiently eſtabliſh'd by the con- 
ſtant and univerſal Experience of Mankind; and 


[ 16 ] 


without a Miracle, without the Influence of a fo- 
reign Power, the Senſes repreſent Things otherwiſe 

than they are in Nature, and yet never bring a 
Diſcredit upon their Teſtimony, becauſe we can ac- 
count for it. Under a Diſtemper Objects appear in a 
falſe Form to the Eye, and give a falſe Taſte to 
the Palate; but did ever any Man in his Wits argue 


be ſafely credited? It is ſufficient to their Reputa- 
tion and Credit, if in their natural State they have 


ix 
7 
5 


have any Way of judging when they are in their 


and when Effects are produced regularly accord- 


fore us. At firſt the two Diſciples did not know 


rally; afterwards he appear*d plainly to them in 
the very ſame Form in which he had appear'd to 


Senſes for Days together (for ſo long Time he 
abode with them, and converſed intimately with 
them) as during the three Years of his Miniftry | 


in the Courſe of ſo long, ſo frequent, and fo in- 
timate a Converſe as they had with him during 
his 40 Days abode with them on Earth, he gave 
them ſufficient Opportunity of being aſſured that | 

e they 


C17 J 


they had as due an Uſe of their Senſes for that 


Courſe of Time, as in any other Part of their 
Life; n as no Man calls in queſtion 
the general Truth of their Teſtimony, notwith- 


ſtanding their Miſrepreſentation of Objects in 
particular Caſes, by means of ſome Diſorder that 


interrupts their zatural Operations; ſo the Diſ- 


ciples had no Reaſon to disbelieve their Senſes 
n the Truth of Chriſt's Reſur- 


rection, during ſo long an Intimacy with the Ob- 


ject, though God, in this Appearance to two of 
them, interpos'd to prevent their uſual Operati- 
ons. Let the Reader, for his better Satisfacti- 
on, imagine himſelf in the Circumſtances of 


theſe two Diſciples; that they were in Compa- 


ny with our Saviour for ſome Time, and con- 


verſing with him, without knowing either his 


Voice or his Perſon; that at the ſame Meeting, 
before he parted from them, heappear'd to them 
plainly in the ſame Form in which he appear'd 
to them before his Death; that he continued fre- 


quently, in the plaineſt and moſt familiar Way, 


to appear in the ſame Form upon other Occali- 
ons, not only to them, but to the reſt of the 


Diſciples in Company with them, giving them 


all the Proof of Reality which our Senſes are 
capable of. What now would be the natural 
Judgment of his Underſtanding in this Caſe 3 
Surely not, that there is no Certainiy in the Sen- 

ſes, but that the Author of them had in this In- 
ſtance over=ruled their natural Operations: And 
this Judgment he would the more readily make, 
if he were as well acquainted, as they had been 


in our Saviour's Life-time, with the Divine 


Power interpoſing and interrupting the _ 
2 or 
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of Nature. Could it be any great Surprize to 


not be at a Loſs how to interpret this deluſive 
Appearance. And therefore the Diſciples were 
not, properly, miſled, as Mr. Chub expreſſes it; 
| becauſe, tho? there was a Deception in the fir 


tisfactory Evidence of the. Samene/5 of Perſon as 
might in Reafon convince them that their not 
knowing him at firſt was miraculous, it would 
have been their own Fault if they had not ſeen * 


| that particular Cale, and believed their Teſtimo= 
ny in all the other Inſtances where they agreed 
to make the ſame Report. In ſhort, this In- 
ſtance proves nothing but a Miracle, and I am 
not able to ſee how a Miracle makes the Truth 
of the Fact leſs credible, What then can this 
Author mean by accuſing his Maker of Unfair - 

_ neſs in over-ruling the Senſes of the Diſciples, 
when ſuch an Interpoſition was a ſtrong Argu- 
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their Evidence, ought in Equity to be left free. 
natural Operations, as ſufficiently to eſtabliſh their 
pernatural Reſtraint in particular Inſtances onl 


manifeſt his own Power, and give a Sanction 
do cur Saviour, 155 4 


ö 


them that be ſhould here over-7u/e the Faculty of 


ſeeing, who had reſtored Sight to ſo many Per- 
ſons by the Word of his Power? They had been 
accufiom'd to ſuch miraculous Effects, and could 


Appearance, yet as they had afterwards ſuch ſa- 


the Divine Influence over - ruling their Senſes in 


ment of the Truth of Chrifi's Reſurrection? It 
leems, the Senſes, in a Caſe depending upon 


They were ſo; they were left ſo much to their 
Certainty ; which being once eſtabliſhed, the /u- 


ſhews that the Author of Nature interpos'd to 
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The next Inſtance of Chriſt' s miraculous A p- 
pearance to the Diſciples after his Reſurrection 
we find at the 2oth Chapter of St. oh», and the 


3 19th Verſe, “ Then the ſame Day at Even, 
„ being the firſt Day of the Week, when the 
Doors were ſhut where the Diſciples were aſ- 


& {embled for fear of the Fews, came Jeſus and 


* 


pearance to them. After eight Days, again 
his Diſciples were within, and Thomas with- 


„ in; then came Jeſus, the Doors being ſhut, and 
e flood in the midſt, and ſaid, Peace be unto you. 
Then ſaid he to Thomas (who had declared 


* 


that he would not believe without ſuch parti- 


* 


c 


pearance, in the Manner of it, was miraculous, 


and the Manner is plainly expreſſed. The Text 
ſays, that when the Doors were ſhut (made faſt 


with Locks or Bars, becauſe it was to ſecure 
themſelves againſt the Jews breaking in upon 


ö them) Jeſus ſtood in the midſt of them. Now, 


it could not be the Intention of the Hiſtorian to 
be ſo particular inthe relation of both Meetings, 
for the ſake of mentioning theCircumſtance of the 
Doors being ſhut, becauſe it could ſignify nothing 


to the World, But it becomes a very ſignificant | 
Circumſtance when we conſider it as expreſſing 


the extraordinary Manner of Chriſt's coming a- 
mong them. When they were aſſembled toge; 
CC cher 


cc. 775 in the midſt, and ſaith unto them, Peace 
unto you; and when he had ſo ſaid, he ſnew- 
ed unto them his Hands and his Side, Sc, 
St. Thomas not being with the reſt at this Meeting, 
and not believing their Report of Chriſt's Ap- 


cular Evidence) reach hither thy Finger and 
behold my Hands; and reach hither thy Hand 
« and thruſt it into my Side, &c.?* This Ap- 


1 
ther, and the Doors of the Room made faſt, 
Jeſus conveyed himſelf into the Room, and ſtood 
in the midſt of them, without their perceiving 
how, or when he came in. The firſt that they 
ſaw or heard of him was, his ſtanding in the 
midſt of them; which could not have been in a 
natural Way, How this miraculous Effect was 
produc'd the Hiſtory does not mention, but 


molt likely it was, as in the other Inſtance, by 
_ over-1uling the Senſes of the Diſciples. But yer, 


tho? their Senſes were over-rul'd in this Inſtance, 
our Saviour immediately appeals to their Senſes 


as an Evidence of the reality of his Appearance, 


and the Sameneſs of his Perſon. For, the Cer- 


zainty of the Senſes is built upon a Foundation 
no leſs ſure than the moral Attributes of God; 


and God in every Miracle appeals to the Evidence 


of Senſe, Even in this Caſe, when the Senſes 
were over-ruled, the Certainty of their Evidence, 
when acting naturally, is ſuppos'd and appeal'd 
to. This Miracle ſuppoſes it naturally impoſſi- 
ble that our Saviour could have convey'd him- 
ſelf as he did amongſt them, without their per- 


ceiving it; and from thence, from his ae by 
ble to over-rule Nature, and the eſtablith'd 


Courſe of Things, it followed, that it was our 
Saviour; That Divine Perſon whom they had 


ſo often in his Life-time ſeen performing ſuch 


leſs there be ſuch an efabliſhed Order of Things, 
ſufficiently known to the World ; and unleſs 


we can argue from the moral Attributes of the 


Divine Nature, that God will not ſuffer us to 
be deceiv'd in the regular Operation of natural 
Cauſes; it is impoſſible for Men to know when 


7 | = 
miraculous, ſuch ſupernatural Works. But un- 
I 
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Fay 

God works a Miracle, 1. e. when he over-rules 
Nature. But ſuch an eftabliſh'd Order, ſuffici- 
ently known to Mankind, and the moral Attrie 
butes of God, being once ſuppos'd, it is an eaſy 
Matter to ing f NATURAL from SUPERNA- 
TURAL Effects. Miracles therefore do not de- 
roy, but ſuppoſe the Certainty of the Evidence of 
our Senſes. But the Intention of all this idle 


Cavilling is, to deſtroy the very Notion of Mi- 


racles, becauſe Miracles deſtroy their deiſtical 


At the 21ſt Chap. of St. John, ver. x There 


is a particular Narration of another miraculous 
Appearance to the Diſciples. ' “After theſe 


Things Jeſus ſhewed himſelf again to the 
Diſciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and on this- 


A 
= 


e wiſe ſhewed he himſelf. There were toge- 
e ther Simon Peter, and Thomas, called Didy- 


ec mus, and Nathaniel, of Cana in Galilee, and 


„e the Sons of Zebedee, and two other of his 
„ Diſciples. Simon Peter faith unto them, I go 


« a Fiſhing. They ſay unto him, we alſo go 


c with thee. They went forth, and entered 
e into a Ship immediately; and that Night 


te they caught nothing. But when the Morn- 
“ ing was now come, Jeſus ſtood on the Shore, 
& but the Diſciples knew him not. Then Fe/as 
e (aid unto them, Children, have ye any Meat? 


They anſwered him, no. And he ſaid unto them, 


© caſt the Net on the right Side of the Ship, 


„ and ye ſhall find. They calt therefore, and 


© now they were not able to draw it for the 
« Multitude of Fiſhes. Therefore that Diſci- 
6 ple whom Jeſus lov'd faith unto Peter, it is 


„the Lord, Now when Simon Peter heard 


* that 


E } 
te that it was the Lord, he girt his Fiſhers 


& Coat about him, and caſt himſelf into the 
& Sea. And the other Diſciples came in a little 


£ 


« Fire of Coals _— and Fiſh Jaid thereon, 
[a 


£ and Bread. Jeſus faith unto him, bring of 


x 


& the Fiſh which ye have now caught. Simon 


&« Peter went up, and drew the Net to Land 


e full of great Fiſhes 3 and for all they were ſo 
© many, yet was not the Net broken. Jeſus 


ee ſaith unto them, come and dine, And none 
of the Diſciples durſt ask him, who art thou, 


ce knowing that it was the Lord. Jeſus then 
©« cometh and taketh Bread, and giveth them, 
“ and Fiſh likewiſe, This is the third Time 
te that Jeſus ſhewed himſelf to the Diſciples after 
ce he was riſen from the Dead.” Then he held 


a long Converſation with Simon Peter, But the 
two Circumſtances, for the Sake of which I 
mention this Appearance, are, 1ſt, That after 


they had toiled all Night for nothing, he directed 
them to let down the Net into a particular Place 
in the Sea, where they caught a great Number 


of Fiſhes; upon which St. John immediately 
concluded (tho' they did not know him before) 
from his Miraculous Direction, that it was the 
Lord. 2dly, That the Net was not, of it /elf, 
ſtrong enough to bear ſo great a Weight; for, 


the Hiſtory particularly takes Notice of that 
_ Circumſtance, that for all there were ſo many, yet 


das not the Net broken. But 5 


While the Diſciples were attending to his laſt 


Charge to them, and beheld him, (4s 1ſt Ch. 


Ver. 9.) “ He was taken up, and a Cloud re- 
| « ceived 


& Ship, dragging the Net with Fifhes, As ſoon 
then as they were come to Land, they ſee a 


— 


Is 
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ceived him out of their Sight; and while 
they looked ſtedfaſtly up to Heaven, two 


ov 


e 
c 
C 
C 
e 
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gazing up into Heaven? This ſame Jeſus 


„which is taken from you into Heaven, ſhall 
« ſo come in like manner, as ye have ſeen go 
& jnto Heaven.“ This, as it was the laſt, ſo was 
it the moſt aſtoniſhing Appearance of all; and 
as the Miracles which God afterwards wrought 
in Confirmation of their Teſtimony, as Witneſſes, 
proved to others the Truth of their Evidence, ſo 
theſe miraculous Appearances of Chriſt to them 
were the ſtrongeſt Argument to convince them 
that they 7hem/elves were not deceived, in reſpect 
to the reality of his Reſurrection, For, when 
they ſaw the ſame Divine Power accompanying 
him after his Reſurreſtion, which conſtantly at- 
tended him before his Death, it was an infallible 
Proof of his being the ſame Divine Perſon, 
Thus I have laid rogether, in as ſhort a Com- 
paſs, and in as natural an Order as I could, the 
Teſtimony of the Twelve Apoſtles, concerning 
the Truth of Chriſt's Reſurrection; and ſhewn, 
that they did in the moſt poſitive manner aſſert 
it; that they were Perſons the moſt properly 
qualified to judge of the Matter of Fact, which 
they atteſted; and that they had the fulleſt Evi- 


dence, both natural, and ſupernatural, for their 
own Conviction. 5 


Having heard the Evidence which theſe Wit- _ 
neſſes gave concerning Chriſt's Reſurrection, 


we are next to conſider their Credit. If their 
Characters be as unexceptionable as their Account 


is fair and full, their Teſtimony is indiſputable. 


Men ſtood by them in white Apparel; which 
alſo ſaid, ye Men of Galilee, why ſtand ye 


EWA 


And what can carry a greater Appearance of 
Truth than their Manner of relating Things? 
It is rung and ingenuous; without any of thoſe 
Artifices and Diſguiſes which are practiſed by 


q- 4 


deſigning Men; a naked unimbelliſh'd Narra- 
tion. 


hey relate Things as they happen'd, 
without conſidering whether they were likely to 
beger, or to hinder the Belief of others. They 
were guilty of Weakneſſes, which they have not 
concealed, Their Maſter reproached them, and 
his Reproaches are recorded. They were ter⸗ 
rified and affrighted, and they cwned their Fears. 
They doubted, and their Doubts are made part 


of the Hiſtory. Their Temper, their Conver- 
ſation and Carriage were of a piece with their 


Story; ſimple and unaffected; void of Art, of 
Avarice, and Ambition. Neither their Educa- 


tion nor Abilities were likely to put them upon 
any Attempt to deceive Mankind for their own \} 
Advantage. There is not any one Circumſtance 

in their 1 

to ſuſpet them of any diſhoneſt Intention; 
neither was there any Thing in the Fact which 


iſtory which gives the leaſt Occaſion 


they teſtified, that would reaſonably be ſuppoſed 
to induce them to contrive ſuch a Cheat. They 


teſtified a Truth, in the Opinion of the World, 
ridiculous and abſurd ; for which they were ſure | 
to have their Perſons perſecuted while living, | 
and their Names loaded with fatyrical Re- 


proaches when dead. An Intention therefore of f 


Fraud, in this Caſe, is ſo utterly groundleſs, 
whether we conſider the Characters of the Wit- 


neſſes, the Manner of their Evidence, or the 
Nature of the Truth atteſted, that any Man 
who ſhould ſuppoſe it in any other Inſtance 4: 
es that 


""M 


cc 
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that of Religion, would be laugh'd at for his im- 


pertinent Folly. But, there is another Circum- 


ſtance which renders ſuch a Suppoſition till 


more ridiculous and abſurd. 


For, if the Apoſtles were in a Confederacy to 


impoſe upon Mankind,the Deſign muſt have been 
form'd before the Death of Chriſt, and then ler 


any one judge what an Abſurdity will follow. 
The Diſgiples themſelves, who are here ſuppos'd to 
have concerted this fraudulent Scheme, had no 
Notion of the Reſurrection of their Maſter be- 
fore he ſuffer*d, nor of his Safferings and Death 
till he was apprehended and carried to his Trial; 
upon which they all in great Confuſion for- 
ſooſ him and fed. When he gave them warn- 
ing of his approaching Fate, the Anſwer wasz 


Tur be far from thee Lord! And after his Cra- 


3 cifixion they as little thought of his rifing again, 
till ke was actually riſen, and explained to them 
the Prophecies relating to his Death and Reſurrec- 
tion; inlomuch that when the News was brought 
them of their Maſter's being riſen, they look'd 
upon it as an idle Tale, and believ'd it not. This 


is expreſly aſſerted at the 16th Chapter of Sr. 
Mark, Ver. 9. Now when Jeſus was riſen 
cc 


« early, the firſt Day of theWeek, he appear'd to 
« Mary Magdalene, and ſhe went and told them 
that had been with him, as they mourned and 
e wept. And they, when they heard that he was 
ce alive, and had been ſeen of her, believ*d not. Af- 


* ter that he appear'd to ?wo of them, as they 


walked and went into the Country (to Emmans) 
© and they went and told the Reſidue, neither 
ce believ'd they them. After that he appear'd to 
e the Eleven (to all the Apoſtles together) and 


« up- 
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e upbraided them with their Unbelief, and Hard- 
& neſs of Heart, becauſe they believ'd not them 


e which had ſeen him after he was riſen.” From 


which laſt Words it is plain that the Perſons to 
whom Mary Magdalene and the other rwo car- 
ried the News, were the Apoſtles, becauſe our 
Saviour blames the Apoſtles for not believing the 
Report. From hence alſo appears the Ground- 


leſſneſs of the Criticiſm of a celebrated Com- 
mentator on this Paſſage, viz. That tho' the 
plural Number be here us'd, yet only St. The- 
mas may be meant when our Saviour 1s faid to 
upbraid them. He might with equal Reaſon. 


imagine that our Saviour appear'd only to St. 


Thomas, or that the News was tod only to him; 
for all that heard the Report, and ſaw our Sa- 
viour, are ſaid to disbelieve. 


The laſt and greateſt Proof that the Witneſ⸗ 


ſes gave, or that could be given, of their Ho- 


neſty, was their dying for the Truth which they 


te ſtified. This ought to remove all Suſpicion of 
their teſtifying a Falſpood, becauſe there never 


was any Inſtance of a Man's dying for a falſe Fact, 
eſpecially a Fact that would bring Diſgrace upon 


their Per/ons and Memory, tho' ſome have died 


for a falſe Opinion and falſe Glory. Upon the 
Whole, the Truth of the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt is as credible upon the Teſtimony of his 


Diſciples, as human Teſtimony can render any 


Fact. But as this was a Fact of ſuch infinite Im- 


portance to Mankind, God was pleas'd to afford 


the World ſtronger Evidence than we have for 


the Truth of any hiſtorical Fact relating only to 
this Life; for, he impower'd thoſe Witneſſes to 


work Miracles in Confirmation of it; which is 
; 4 my the 
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the ſtrongeſt Evidence that we can have for the 
Truth of any thing. There is no Occaſion to 


enumerate the various Miracles which they 


wrought, and impower'd others to work, ſince 


no one, who owns the Genuineneſs of the Hi- 


ſtory contain'd in the New Teſtament, can poſ- 
ſibly deny that before his Aſcenſion he promis'd 


the Apoſtles this Power, and afterwards fulfill'd 


it; or that the Apoſtles publickly exercis'd this 
Power. But I ſhall cite one Miracle of the 
moſt publick Nature, and the leaſt liable to be 
diſputed. The Account of it we have at the 2d 
Chapter of the Acts of the A poſtles, Ver. 1. When 


e the Day of Pentecoſt was fully come, they 


ce were all with one Accord in one Place: And 


& ſuddenly there came a Sound from Heaven, as 
of a ruſhing mighty Wind, and it fill'd all 
the Houſe where they were fitting. And 
there appear'd unto them cloven Tongues, 
like as of Fire, and it fat upon each of them, 
LAnd they were all fill'd with the Holy Ghoſt, 


and began to ſpeak with other Tongues as 


the Spirit gave them Utterance. And there 
were dwelling at Feruſalem Jews, devout Men, 
cut of every Nation under Heaven. Now 
«© when this was nois'd Abroad, the Multitude 


came together, and were confounded becani(e 
c that every Man heard them ſpeak in his own 
«© Language. And they were all amazed and 
*© marvelled, ſaying one to another, behold, 
are not all theſe which ſpeak Galileans, and 
*© how hear we every Man in our own Tongue 
<< wherein, we were born!” Then follows an 


Enumeration of 17 different Nations, whoſe 


Languages the Apoltles ſpoke, tho? they were 
e E 2 illi- 
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illiterate Perſons, who never had the Opportu- 
nity of acquiring Languages in the ordinary 
Way. Here cou'd be no poſſible Room for Im- 
poſition and Cheat. The human Means of ac- 
quiring the Knowledge of a foreign Language 
is obvious and indiſputable. The Education of 


the Apoſtles, and their Incapacity to ſpeak ſo 


many Languages without a ſupernatural Aſſiſt- 


| ance was as notorious, which occaſion'd ſo much 


Aſtoniſhment in the Multitude : And therefore 


the Conſequence is unayoidable, that God con- 
firm'd the Truth of their Evidence by confer- 


ring upon them ſuch ſupernatural Powers that 
their Teſtimony might gain Credit, and con- 


vert Infidels to the Belief of Chriſtianity. But 


then, how impertinent is it to object againſt the 


Teſtimony of the Apoſtles on account of their 


Number, their Station, their Circumſtances; when 


this divine Atteſtation ſo urdeniably ſupplied a- 
ny Defect, which they, in their ef Conceit, 
may be inclin'd to think there was in the per/onal 


Characters of the Witneſſes? Miracles, our Ad- 


verſaries themſelves being Judges, are a Proof of 


a Divine Power and Miſſion. Says that moſt 


inveterate Adverſary, Moolſton If God did 
raiſe up Chriſt from the Dead, no Doubt Chriſt 


was the Meſhah, becauſe it is abſurd to ſuppoſe 


' that a God of Truth wou'd jet his Seal to a Falſ- 


hood. Now, if the Power of ſpeaking ſo ma- 
ny Languages without learning them be truly 
miraculous, as it mult be allowed ro be, a Mi- 
racle is as much a Miracle, and as ſtrong a Proof 


of Truth, when wrought in Confirmation of 
the Teſtimony of 12, as of 12,000 Perſons; of 


private Perſons, as of Rulers; of Friends, 
8 ; ; 2 ; as 


80 nn 
as of Enemies. They muſt, therefore, retract 
their Conceſſion in reſpect to the Force of Mi- 
racles when wrought in Confirmation of any 
Truth, or deny the Credibility of all Hiſtory ; 
for otherwiſe they will be oblig'd to give their 
Aſſent to the Truth of Chriſt's Reſurrection up- 
on the Evidence of the Apoſtles; or rather up- 


on the Teſlimony of God himſelt. 
If it be objected that this is proving one Mi- 
racle by another, the Reader ſhould obſerve that 
I am not now arguing from the Reſurrection of 
_ Chriſt, conſider'd as a Miracle, but only prov- 
ing the Truth of the Fact. Chriſt's raiſing him- 
ſelf from the Dead is, no doubt, as great a Mira- 
cle as ever was wrought, but the Greatneſs of 


the Miracle does not prove the Truth of the 
Fact, tho' it be a Proof of the Truth of Chri- 


ſtianity when the Fact itſelf is prov'd : And 
ſurely the mighty Works which God enabled 
the Witneſſes of that Fact to perform in Confir- 
mation of it, gives a Sanction to their Evidence, 


and makes the Thing teſtified more certain than 
ir could have been, if reſting only on human 


Teſtimony, To aſſert the Contrary, is to ſay, 
that the Teſtimony of Men is equal to the Te- 


ſtimony of Gop, and demands an equal Aſſent. 
As to the Force of Miracles no one can den 


that they are a Divine Aleſtation ro to the 
Credit of the Perſon who performs tl 

_ denying the moral Attributes of God, and the 
Poſſibility of an external Revelation of his Will 
to Mankind. For, ſince Miracles (under which 

Character I include Prophecies) are the only Proof 
that one Man can give another of his having a 


em, without 


Divine Commiſſion, unleſs we can be certain that 


God 


30 } 
God will net ſuffer us neceſſari ly to be impos'd 
upon by Miracles wrought in Support of an Im- 
poſtor, tis impoſſible for us to give a rational 
A ent to the Truth of any Revelation, becauſe 
we can have no certain Criterion by which we 
may diſtinguiſh fal/e Prophets and Apoſtles from 
true ones. For which Reaſon I do not remem- 
ber to have met with any Infidels who deny the 
Argument drawn from Miracles, ſuppoſing ſuch 
to be really wrought ; but many of them, as far 
as I am able to collect their Opinions from their 
Writings, ſeem to deny the Poſſibility of Mira- 
cles, which anſwers their Purpoſe as well. This 
Objection ſtrikes at the Foundation of our Re- 
ligion; and therefore, tho' it does not concern 
our preſent Subject particularly, yet as it effects 
the Reſurrefion of Chriſt in common with all 
other Parts of Chriſtianity, it ought to be con- 
ſider'd. I ſhall therefore enquire what is the 
true Notion of a Miracle, and how it becomes 
J;ö;ͥæ] II... 3 
A Miracle has by ſome Writers been defin'd to 
be a York which none but Gop can perform. But 
this Definition would render the Argument drawn 
from Miracles, if not uncertain in itſelf, yet 
liable to much Cavil, and leſs effectual towards 
Convictior. For ſince we know not the Extent of 
all created Powers, there would always be Room 
for chis captious Queſtion, How can we tell whe- 
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ther any particular Work, pretended to be mi- 


raculous, be out of the Reach of any created Be- 
ing to perform, ſincę there are created Beings fo 


valtly Superior in Power to any that we are 


[ 
"ny acquainted with? A Miracle then I would ra- 
i» bv ther define thus: A Work which no Being, that 
1 3 WE 
1. 


ä „% a 


* # 


WE ARE ACQUAINTED WITH can perform : 
Or, which is the ſame thing, 4 Work that is 
out of the STATED Order of Things known to Us. 
And ſuch a Work would anſwer all the Purpo- 
ſes of a Miracle, whether it were, or were not, 


| beyond the Extent of all created Powers to per- 


form. For, if any Work be perform'd, in 


Confirmation of any religious Truth, which is 


out of the fiated Order of Things that we are 
acquainted with, we may be aſſur'd that ſuch a 
Work is perform'd by God himſelf, or by his 


Permiſſion, ſince otherwiſe we are liable to be 
| impos'd upon neceſſarily, in an Affair relating to 
the Honour of God, and the Good of his Crea- 
' tures, We have no Way to convince any Man 
that we have a Commiſſion to reveal the Jill 
of God to him, but by ſome extraordinary exter- 
nal Action, that ſhall be a Seal of the Truth of 
his Pretenſions; in conſequence of which it fol- 


lows, that God will not permit any ſuperior in- 
viſible Being to ſuperſede that eabliſbed Courſe 
of ſecond Cauſes which we are acquainted with, 
in Confirmation of a Falſhood, fince ſuch a Per- 
miſſion would neceſſarily miſlead us, and put it 
out of our Power to diſtinguiſh a true Revela- 


1 Counterfeit. Suppoſing then ſuch an 


extraordinary Work might be within the Pow. 
er of a ſuperior inviſible Creature to perform, 
we know, from the natural Attributes of God, 
that he can reſtrain the Power of all his Crea- 
tures, and from his moral Attributes that he 


wil do it in this Inſtance, to prevent a 


Cheat diſhonourable to himſelf, and injurious - 


1 The 


L 32 
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The eſtabliſbed Order of things, known to us 
being the Criterion by which we are to judge of 
miraculous Works, let us inquire whether tuch 
Works as theſe be poſſible in the nature of things. 

If it be impoſſible to ſuppoſe that the knows 
eftabliſh*'d Order of Things ſhould be inter- 
rupted, the Impoſſibility muſt ariſe from the na- 
tural, or moral Attributes of Gop; 2.6. It muſt 
be out of his Power to alter that Order of 
Things which he himſelf appointed, and that 
when he gave things their Exiftence and Pro- 
perties, he made them all Independent of himſelf, 
or elſe, though he may have a phy/ical Power 
to do it, that it is inconſiſtent with the Per- 
fections of his Nature to make ule of his Power 
to interrupt the Courſe of ſecond Cauſes. That 
i the Author of Nature ſhould not have Power 
zu. to controul his own Creatures, is too great an 
Abſurdity for any Man in his Wits to maintain. 


Therefore let us ſee, 2dly, 
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| Whether, though God muſt have a pH 
Power of doing it, it be conſiſtent with his 
moral Perfections to exerciſe that Power. If it 
be not, the Inconſiſtency muſt reſpect either 
himſelf, or as. If it reſpects himſelf, it mult be 
becauſe it would argue Mutability in Gop to 
change that Courſe of things which he himſelf. 
appointed. But in order to prove this to be 
any Inſtance of Muzability in the Divine Nature, 
they muſt ſhew one of theſe two things; either 
that Gop, at the Creation, when he appointed 
this Order of ſecond Cauſes, made a Declara- 
tion to his Creatures, or a Reſclation within 
himſelf, that he would never interpoſe to di- 
ſturb it. If there be any ſuch Declaration to 
e e be 
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be found, why is it not produced? As fo any 
Reſolution within the Divine Mind, it is N onſenſe 
to talk of what muſt be antnoun to us, II 
neither any Declaration can be produced, nor 


any ſecret Reſolution diſcover*d, there can be no 


other Way of proving that our Omniſcient Crea- 


tor, when he firſt etabliſb d this Order of Things 
for the general Courſe of his Government of the 
World, did not intend, on certain extraordinary 


Occaſions, to depart from his general Method, 


for the greater Manifeſtation of his own Glory, 
and the Good of his Creatures. This Conduct, 
I fay, for any thing that appears, may be ne- 


ceſſary for the Accompliſhment of thoſe wiſe 


and benevolent Diſpenſations which from all F. 
ternity he had ꝝnalterabliy form'd in his infinite 
Mind. There is, indeed, in this Method of 
Government, a Variation with regard to the 
Manifeſtation of it to his Creatures, but no De- 


viation from his own immutable and external Pur- 


poſes. He acts as he always intended to do. 


If the Abſurdity of God's varying, on particu- 


lar Occaſions, from his general Method ot Go 


vernment reſpects 4s; it is, it ſeems, becauſe 
ſuch a Variation would leave us in perpetual 


Doubts and Uncertainties. As to what? If they 
mean with Regard to Gop's particular Reaſons 
of acting after ſuch a Manner, it may be true, 


but nothing to the Purpoſe. If they mean that 
this wou'd render the Belief of a Prod dence 


doubtful, or make it impoſſible for us to diſtin- 
guiſh the general Courſe of his Government from 
his extragrdinary Interpoſitious, the Objection 
confutes eſelf For, if there be a known, eſta- 


vliſp*d Order, it muſt, in > Nature of Things, 


di- 
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| diſtinguiſh zz/elf from any Variations from it 


as ſuch extraordinary Variations from the known, 


eſtabliſb'd Order muſt (if we can prove his mo- 
ral Perfections) ſhew the immediate interpeſ ition 
of the Univerſal Governour. 

I ſhould not inſiſt on ſuch Objections as theſe, 
if Men who ſet up themſelves, and one another, 
for profound Reaſoners, did not urge them; 
and if I had not, myſelf, met with Inſtances of 


ſuch formal Trifles, I could ſcarce have believ'd 


it poſſible that there ſhould be any ſuch a- 
mongſt pretended Philoſophers. L 
And now that I am upon the Subject of Mi- 
racles, I ſhall mention another Poſition of theirs, 
which they ſeem to advance with great Conſo- 
lation, and an Air of Triumph. Their Inten- 
tion in advancing it is obvious, but how it can 


anſwer their Intention, is to me, as yet, a Secret. 


The Poſition is this; That Miracles are a Proof of 
nothing but mere Power. What is this to \ 
Truth of Revelation, as prov'd by Miracles? For, | 


how do we urge the Argument from Miracles in 


Proof of Revelation? Not by proving from them 
the moral, or even the natural Attributes of Gop. 


We are ſuppos'd antecedently to have prov'd, 


from Reaſon, the Being and Attributes of the 


Divine Nature; and theſe Attributes being ſup- 
pos'd, we infer from thence, that ſuch Works, 


when, wrought by one who pretends to work 


them in the Name of Gop, muſt be perform'd 
by his immediate, or mediate Aſſiſtance ; that 


| they could not have been wrought without ſuch 
Aſſiſtance; or, at leaſt, if it were within the 


natural Powers of any inviſible, created Being 
to perform them, that Goo wou'd not hav 


per- 
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permitted it on ſuch Occaſions; becauſe ſuch ex- 
traordinary Works, out of the eſtabliſhed Order 


of ſecond Caules, known to us, mult neceſlarily 
deceive us in a Matter of the laſt Conſequence. 
In ſhort, we do not prove from Miracles the 
Power, the Wiſdom, the Goodneſs, &c. of Gop z 

but from his Power, Wiſdom, Goodnels, c. 
we prove that Miracles are wrought by him, or 
by his Commiſſion z from whence we infer the 


Truth of any Doctrine or Fact, in Confirmati- 
on of which they are wrought, it being abſurd 


to ſuppoſe that a Being of infinite Perfeftions 

ſhould ſet his Seal to a Falſhood, 
To what has been offer'd in Proof of Chriſt's 
Reſurrection, from the Evidence given us in the 
| New Teſtament, I do not ſee any other Anſwer 
that can be made, but denying the Truth of the 


Hiſtory. Bur this is not properly an/wering the 
Arguments, but deſiroying the Queſtion under Con- 


ſideration; which ſuppoſes and takes for granted 


the Genuineneſs of the Records from whence we 
produce our Evidence, and enquires whether 


that Evidence be ſufficient to induce a rational 


Aſſent. Neither can they offer to diſpute the 
Authentickneſs of the Scripture, conſider'd only 
as a Hiſtory of Facts, without throwing off 40 
Hiſtorical Faith at once, A Piece of Sceptici/m too 
wild and extravagant to be ever admitted while 
there are any Remains of common Senſe among 
us; or publickly to be owned by any Infidel Mri— 


ters, whatever they may pretend privately when 
they are hard preſs'd by the Arguments in proof 
of Chriſtianity. I think I may venture to take 


it for granted, that no Inſidel, who has the leaſt 
Regard to the Reputation of his Underſtanding, 
83 . 


[36] 3 
will ſeriouſly deny (if he does, Iam ſure Con- 
finement and a proper Regimen will be more 


ſuitable to his Condition than reaſoning with him) 
that any Credit is due to the Greek, the Roman, 


or the Engliſh Hiſtory ; that there ever was (for 
Inſtance) ſuch a Perſon as Henry the Eighth of 


England, Lord Cromwell, Cranmer or Cardinal 
WWeilſey, or that any of their Actions, recorded 
in our Hiſtories, relating to the Reformation of 
Religion, are true. On the contrary, Men of 
all Parties and Opinions receive them in the 


Main as authentick Accounts, whatever Miſ- 
takes there may be as to minute Circumſtances, 


Now, if we agree to eſteem thele Hiſtories as 
_ credible, the Hiſtory of Facts, relating to the 
Keſurrection of Chriſt, recorded in the New Te- 


 fament, muſt, in all Reaſon, be allowed equally | 


* 


worthy of Credit. The Account given there of 
theſe Matters is as fair and conſiſtent, and carries 
as ſtrong Lines of Truth in the very Face of it. 

The Hiſtorians ſeem to be Perſons of as much 


Probity and Simplicity. There ſeems, as far as 


we can judge from the Nature of the Facts, and 
the Truth which they ſupport, as little Room 


to imagine that they could have any reaſonable 


Inducement to fallify. The /acred Hiſtory, 
therefore, is at leaſt, apon a Level with any pro- 


phane one of the moſt allow'd Credit. But 
there are many Circumſtances which give it great- 
ly the Advantage over any other Hiſtory. The 


ſacred Hiſtorians relate nothing concerningChriſt's 


Reſurreftion bur what they themſelves knew per- 
fectly; whereas other Hiſtorians relate Things 
done at a Diſtance from the Time and Place, 
When and where they were tranſacted, and ſo 
f write 
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write from Traditionalor other written Accounts, 


The Importance of the Things related, may 
naturally be ſuppos'd to make the Hiſtorians more 
careful to relate them fully and accurately; as 
it naturally diſpos'd others to Caution and Wa- 


rineis in receiving their Reports. It is alſo more 
likely that Mankind ſhould have had better Op- 
portunities of detecting any Falſhoods, whether 
you ſuppoſe the Hiſtory to be written ſoon 
after the Time of thoſe Tranſactions, or at any 
Diſtance from it. If the Hiſtory were writ- 
ten ſoon aſter the Tranſactions, in the Memo- 
ry of Perſons then alive, the Apoſtles muſt be 
ſuppos'd to have related them to great Numbers 
of People, who would have been able and rea- 
dy to have contradicted the Hiſtory. If you fix 
the Date of the Hiſtory lower, as low as you 
pleaſe, yer ſtill the /acred Story preſerves its Su- 


periority over any civil Hiſtory ; for the Facts 


being of ſo much greater Conſequence, if they 
| were true, they mult at firſt have made a great- 
er Impreſſion upon Mankind, been more taken 
Notice of, better remember'd, and more care- 
fully tranſmitted; and therefore when you ſup- 


poſe this Hiſtory to have been drawn up, here 
would have been a more particular and concur- 
rent Tradition, as well as private Accounts pre- 


ſerv'd by particular Perſons, and publick Regi- 


ſters, with which, when written, it might, and 


would have been compar'd, and confuted, if falſe. 
For theſe Reaſons, likewiſe, it is more likely that 
thisHiſtory ſhould have been preſerv'd freer from 


Corruption than any other Hiſtory, on account 
of its more publick and important Nature, It 
concern'd not one Nation, but all Mankind. Its 


Conſe- 
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ing of this univerſal Concern, and of ſuch infi- 
nite Moment, it cannot be conceiv'd but that 


of it, and diſpers'd over all Parts of the World, 
to which the Converts of different Nations be- 
long'd; by which Means any material Interpo- 
lations or Omiſſions might, and would have 
been diſcover'd and publickly detected. All this 
is highly probable ix 7tſelf, as our Experience 
of human Nature and the. uſual Conduct of Man- 
kind teſtihes. But there is a Circumſtance of 


theſe Facts are commemorated from the Time of 
their Tranſaction, or immediately after, by ex- 
_ ternal Actions. As for Inſtance, That Miracle 
of the Gif? of Tongues was commemorated by a 
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of Time you ſuppoſe the Hiſtory to have been 


Jo illuſtrate the Force of this Proof by a pa- 


E 
Conſequences reach'd beyond the low Regards 
of this Life to eternal Ages. The Hiſtory be- 


variety of Copies would immediately be taken 


Advantage ftill ſuperior to all theſe, Some of 


ſolemn Feſtival, which we call Z//bit/unday ; which 
the Hiſtory mentions as a Thing well known 
to them. And therefore at whatever Diſtance 


written, the People to whom he writes mult. 
know whether there were then, and had bcen 
from the Time that the Facts were done, or near 
it. any ſuch Memorial oblerv'd in the Church. 


rallel Caſe : Suppoſe, there had been ſome ex- 

rernal Rite appointed to be obſerv'd by all the 

People of England in Memory of the Revolution, 

that the Obſervance of this Rite commenc'd im- 

mediately after the Event, or within the Memcs 
ry of thoſe Perſons who were alive when the 

Hiſtory of the Revolution was firſt publith'd, 

and that the Hiſtory mentions this publick Ob- 

Wa ſervance, 


[ 39 ] 


ſervance, with its Riſe and Deſign, as a Thin 


well known to them. If there had been no ſuch 
Cuſtom then in Being, the People mult have 


known it, for the Hiſtorian could not have made 
the whole Nation believe that they obſerv'd a 
Rite in Memory of an Event, when they knew 
of no ſuch Event, or the Commemoration of it. 
This Circumſtance mult have detected the Fraud, 
and have hinder'd the Hiſtory from being recei- 
ved as Genuine, at what Time ſoever you ſuppoſe 
it to have been publiſh e. PE: 
l have no Occaſion to enlarge upon this Proof, 
it being already done to ſo great Advantage, by 
Mr. Leſiy, in his Short Method with the Deiſis, 
and his Defence of it. In this unanſwerable Piece 
the Author lays down four Marks which be- 
long to the Scriptures, and which cannot poſe 
ſibly belong to any Impoſture. To this moſt ex- 


cellent Book I refer the Reader for an Antidote 


(when well conſider'd and underſtood) againſt 
the venomous Artifices of the moſt {ubtils 
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